[Symptomatic treatment of a dying patient].
The too late initiation of symptomatic treatment may increase the patient's suffering and even lead to premature death. Examinations and actions should be planned in a patient-centered and symptomatic manner. Neglecting or poor knowledge of symptom diagnostics may lead to undertreatment of the patient's ailments and on the other hand to the application of treatments that are mistimed and too intensive. In addition to medical aid the patient needs a treatment team that creates security and improves patient autonomy by supporting home care.